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“ For three weeks now, thlngs haVB
"been pretty quiet along the border be-t
- tween Hong Kong and Red China. The: The m
tide of refugees, which reached the' dencels
“greatest proportion since the Japanese the “wbilit
invaslon of 1941, has apparently been 'the’ érmls Yo‘ﬂng peop!e
stemmed. But questions remain. Why - tlon {o strange places 'w!
Hid so many choose to cross last. May? t hava’tu d6 work they d
And why were they petinitted to cross” Oné Jouth who made 1t*

o [-What is the extent of the reported fam- said hg had had no fears @
" liie fnside Red China? Answers to these . caught. ¥ he tvere caught, 1%
questions must be somewhat fuzzy, ow-, worst that could happen woul
“Ing partly to & lark of communication mentwacommune. Mdif did
. petween - American  observers and
-sources inside China. Save for whatever mune anyhow.
intelligence we get out of China thr ough
“organizations like the CIA, wé are lm- mﬁ;f{ghe' thinks ﬂ"*»
fted to the reports. of foreigners whose ‘ports-of glﬂm
-governments do maintain relations with fo make it: Thres yei

 the mainland.government parched the Kwangtung area. Now dis«

. One such foreigner is Richard astrous flonds are ravishing it, There is
‘Hughes, Far East correspondent for the '8 shortage of ‘seed. “Cet ricy quick"’
Sundsy Times of London. Ho has writ.*metliods have ruiried the land, Farnis are
fon about “The Bitter Rice of Red not permitfed to lie fallow, :
‘China” in the New York Times Maga-. sowed too closely, plowed too deeply, i
zine. The Hong Kong refugee, he asserts, Tigated too intensely, Thf! npells trol blﬂ‘
fs not about to die. He is not suffering, for the future. )

in that sense, from a real famine. The A phuman tragedy is being played ou

- majority was neither starving nor seri-. jy China. Rut Mr. Hugh#s doesn’t think
ously undernourished. Many, however, i jg of much political significance, The’
did show signs of vitamin deflclency. yefugees who came to Hong Kong were.
Some showed eye and skin ailments that . «anti.government,”’ but mot particularly

- could be traced to improper diet. - "anti-Communist. They came sacking
jobs and security more than they cam#'
ports, and they make sense, that the !0.©SCaPC communism, he . says. And
none seemed much concerned abou

really starving could not make the trip, - 5
Afler all, it required strength and stam. ;  Chiang Kalshek. Not a single refuges,

“ina to make the long walk. Some, tho . “he says, asked to be sent to Formosa.

refugecs said, dropped out of the line i
o o ami died along the way.

There are, however, unconfirmed re-




